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C h a r le s  W il l ia m s
a n d  t h e  S t o n e
Rhona Beare
T he S to n e  in  Many D im en sio n s i s  n o t o n ly  th e  je w e l in  
K in g  S o lo m o n 's  cro w n , th e  je w e l t h a t  f e l l  fro m  S a ta n 's  crow n 
w hen he w as d e fe a te d ., th e  je w e l t h a t  Adam h ad  in  p a r a d is e ;  
i t  i s  a ls o  th e  m eans b y  w h ich  God c r e a te d  th e  w o rld . I n  
c h a p te r  3 th e  H a j j i  s a y s  "When th e  M e rc ifu l One m ade th e  
w o rld , f i r s t  o f  a l l  He c r e a te d  t h a t  S to n e  a n d  g av e  i t  to  th e  
D iv in e  One whom th e  Jew s c a l l  S h e k in a h , a n d  a s  sh e  g a z e d  on 
i t  th e  u n iv e r s e s  a ro s e  a n d  h ad  b e in g ." S h e k in a h  -  o r ig in a l ­
ly  th e  g lo ry  or  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  God -  i s  so m e tim es sp o k e n  o f  
a s  a  fe m a le  e m a n a tio n  o r  b r id e  o f  G od, an d  a s  a n  a g e n t in  
c r e a t io n . I  h av e  n o t m et a  c r e a t io n  m yth in  w h ich  sh e  g a z e s  
in to  a  s to n e , b u t th e r e  i s  a  Mohammedan s to r y  t h a t  God d id  
s o . I n  th e  l a t e  f o u r te e n th  c e n tu ry  a  S u f i p o e t c a l l e d  J i l i  
g av e  a  p h ilo s o p h ic a l  v e r s io n  o f  i t ,  id e n t i f y in g  th e  s to n e  
w ith  th e  Id e a  o f  I d e a s , w h ich  m eans D iv in e  R easo n  o r  w h at 
S t .  J o h n 's  G o sp e l c a l l s  th e  W ord. R . A . N ic h o ls o n  in  
S tu d ie s  in  I s la m ic  M y s tic ism , p p . 1 2 1 -2 , w r i te s :  " J i l i  com­
b in e s  m y s tic a l id e a s  w ith  a n  o ld  c o s m o lo g ic a l m yth  in  th e  
fo llo w in g  m an n er. T he Id e a  o f  Id e a s  i s  c a l le d  in  a n o th e r  
t r a d i t i o n  't h e  W h ite  C h r y s o li te , in  w h ich  God w as b e fo re  he 
c r e a te d  th e  c r e a tu r e s ' .  When God w ille d  to  b r in g  th e  w o rld  
in to  e x is te n c e , He lo o k e d  on th e  Id e a  o f  Id e a s  ( o r  th e  W hite 
C h r y s o li te )  w ith  th e  lo o k  o f  P e r f e c tio n , w h ereu p o n  i t  d i s ­
s o lv e d  an d  becam e a  w a te r ; f o r  n o th in g  in  e x is te n c e , n o t 
ev en  th e  Id e a  o f  I d e a s , w h ich  i s  th e  s o u rc e  o f  a l l  e x is te n c e , 
can  b e a r  th e  p e r f e c t  m a n if e s ta tio n  o f  G od. T hen God lo o k e d  
on i t  w ith  th e  lo o k  o f  G ra n d e u r, a n d  i t  su rg e d  in  w av es, 
l i k e  a  s e a  to s s e d  b y  th e  w in d s , a n d  i t s  g r o s s e r  e le m e n ts  
w ere s p re a d  o u t in  la y e r s  l i k e  fo am , an d  fro m  t h a t  m ass God 
c r e a te d  th e  se v e n  e a r th s  w ith  t h e i r  in h a b i ta n t s .  The s u b t le  
e le m e n ts  o f  th e  w a te r  a s c e n d e d , l i k e  v a p o u r fro m  th e  s e a , 
an d  fro m  them  God c r e a te d  th e  se v e n  h e a v e n s  w ith  th e  a n g e ls  
o f  e a c h  h e a v e n . T hen God m ade o f  th e  w a te r  se v e n  s e a s  w h ich  
en co m p ass th e  w o rld . T h is  i s  how th e  w ho le o f  e x is te n c e  
o r ig in a te d ."
E . W. G ib b s i n  h i s  H is to ry  o f  O ttom an  P o e tr y . V o l. 1 
P . g iv e s  a  s im i la r  s to r y :  " T h e ir  e la b o r a te  cosm ogony
w as b o rro w ed  a lm o s t w h o lly  fro m  R a b b in ic a l t r a d i t i o n s .  When 
God d e te rm in e d  to  m a n ife s t H im se lf th ro u g h  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  
th e  w o rld  th e  f i r s t  th in g  t h a t  He sum m oned in to  b e in g  w as a  
g lo r io u s  R a d ia n c e  d e r iv e d  fro m  H is own L ig h t. T h is  i s  now 
g e n e r a lly  c a l l e d  th e  'L ig h t  o f  Mohammed’ (N u r- i Muhammed) 
b e c a u s e  in  a f t e r  a g e s  i t  w as in c a r n a te d  in  Mohammed. God 
lo o k e d  on i t  a n d  lo v e d  i t  a n d  u t t e r e d  t h i s  s e n te n c e , 'B u t 
f o r  th e e , v e r i l y  I  h ad  n o t c r e a te d  th e  h e a v e n s ! ' And i t  w as 
th ro u g h  t h i s  L ig h t , a n d  f o r  i t s  s a k e , t h a t  a l l  th in g s  w ere 
m ade. F o r w hen God lo o k e d  in  lo v e  upon t h i s  L ig h t, i t  
'p e r s p i r e d , ' a b a s h e d  b e fo re  th e  D iv in e  g a z e ; a n d  fro m  th e  
s u b t l e s t  e s s e n c e  t h a t  a ro s e  fro m  i t s  p e r s p i r a t io n  He c r e ­
a te d  th e  F i r s t  S o u l, an d  th e n  in  a  d e s c e n d in g  s c a le  th e  
s o u ls  o f  a l l  th e  v a r io u s  o r d e r s  o f  b e in g s . A f te r  a  w h ile  
God lo o k e d  a g a in  upon  th e  L ig h t , an d  fro m  i t s  p e r s p i r a t io n  
He c r e a te d  th e  c o rp o re a l w o rld . T he f i r s t  th in g  t h a t  a ro s e  
w as th e  'T h ro n e  o f  G o d '."  G ib b s g o e s  on to  sa y  t h a t  b e ­
n e a th  th e  T h ro n e , a n d  o f  i t s  l i g h t ,  God c r e a te d  th e  F o o t­
s t o o l ,  th e  T a b le t a n d  P en , a n d  th e  E ig h t P a r a d is e s . B e­
n e a th  them  a r e  s ix  s e a s  a n d  se v e n  h e a v e n s . B elow  th e  lo w e s t 
h ea v e n  i s  th e  w o rld  we know : s u n , m oon, s t a r s ,  a i r ,  e a r th .
The S h o r te r  E n c y c lo p e d ia  o f  I s la m , u n d e r NUR MUHAMMADI, 
e x p la in s  th e  p r e - e x is te n c e  o f  th e  s o u l o f  th e  P ro p h e t, w h ich  
w as c r e a te d  f i r s t  o f  a l l  th in g s  in  th e  fo rm  o f  a  d e n se  an d  
lu m in o u s p o in t .
The Je w ish  E n c y c lo p e d ia  u n d e r CREATION, p . 3 4 0 , g iv e s  
a n o th e r  fo rm  o f  t h i s  Mohammedan m y th . "T he f i r s t  o b je c t  
c r e a te d  w as a  t r e e  w ith  f o u r  th o u sa n d  b ra n c h e s  -  th e  t r e e  o f  
k n o w led g e ; th e  se c o n d , th e  l i g h t  o f  Mohammed -  a  p e a r l  in  
th e  sh a p e  o f  a  p e a c o c k , w h ich  w as p la c e d  on  th e  t r e e .  T hen
God m ade th e  m ir ro r  o f  sh am e, p la c in g  i t  so  t h a t  th e  p e a c o c k  
saw  h i s  r e f l e c te d  im ag e ; w hereu p o n  sham e s e iz e d  him  an d  he 
p r o s t r a te d  h im s e lf  f i v e  tim e s  b e fo re  G od. T he l i g h t  o f  Mo­
ham m ed, to o , b lu s h e d  b e fo re  G od, a n d  in  c o n se q u e n c e  p e r ­
s p i r e d . From  th e  b e a d s  o f  p e r s p i r a t io n  ta k e n  fro m  v a r io u s  
p a r t s  o f  th e  bo d y  w ere  c r e a te d  th e  a n g e ls , th e  u p p e r a n d  
lo w e r th ro n e s  o f  G od, th e  t a b l e t  o f  r e v e l a t i o n  o r  o f  d e c r e e , 
th e  p e n , P a r a d is e  an d  G eh en n a , s u n , m oon, a n d  s t a r s ,  th e  
d iv id in g  i n t e r v a l  b e tw een  h e a v e n  a n d  e a r th ,  th e  P ro p h e ts , 
th e  S a g e s , th e  m a r ty r s , th e  p io u s , th e  c e l e s t i a l  a n d  th e  
t e r r e s t r i a l  K a 'b a h , th e  T em ple in  J e ru s a le m , th e  p la c e s  f o r  
th e  m o sq u es, th e  M oslem s -  men a n d  wom en, th e  s o u ls -  o f  th e  
Je w s , th e  C h r is t ia n s , th e  M ag i, a n d , f i n a l l y ,  th e  e a r th  
fro m  e a s t  to  w e s t, a n d  a l l  t h a t  i t  c o n ta in s . T h is  a p o c a ly p ­
t i c  a c c o u n t i s  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  l a t e  b u t e c h o e s  r a b b in ic a l  
t r a d i t i o n s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  M e s s ia h ."
T he sam e e n c y c lo p e d ia  u n d e r MESSIAH p . 511  g iv e s  a n  
a c c o u n t o f  th e  p r e - e x is te n c e  o f  th e  M e ss ia h , ta k e n  fro m  F e s ik  
R . "T he fo rm e r o f  th e s e  tw o  p a s s a g e s  s a y s : 'A t th e  b e g in ­
n in g  o f  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  th e  w o rld  w as b o rn  th e  K in g  M e ss ia h , 
who m ounted  in to  G o d 's  th o u g h ts  b e f o re  th e  w o rld  w as m ade' ;  
a n d  in  th e  l a t t e r  p a s s a g e  i t  i s  r e l a t e d  t h a t  God co n tem ­
p la te d  th e  M e ssia h  a n d  h i s  w o rk s b e f o re  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  th e  
w o rld  an d  c o n c e a le d  him  u n d e r H is  th r o n e ;  t h a t  S a ta n , h a v in g  
a s k e d  God who th e  L ig h t w as u n d e r H is  th r o n e , w as t o l d  i t  
w as th e  one who w ou ld  b r in g  him  to  sham e in  th e  f u t u r e ,  a n d , 
b e in g  th e n  a llo w e d , a t  h i s  r e q u e s t ,  to  s e e  th e  M e ss ia h , h e  
tre m b le d  a n d  sa n k  to  th e  g ro u n d , c r y in g  o u t , 'T ru ly  t h i s  i s  
th e  M e ssia h  who w i l l  d e l iv e r  me a n d  a l l  h e a th e n  k in g s  o v e r 
to  H e l l . '"
T he p e a r l  in  th e  sh a p e  o f  a  p e a c o c k  w as c r e a te d , i t  w as 
n o t d iv in e ;  th e  W h ite  C h r y s o li te  may b e  d iv in e , s in c e  "G od 
w as in  i t " .  I n  Many D im e n s io n s th e  S to n e  i s  c r e a te d , b e in g  
F i r s t  M a tte r , b u t i s  c a l l e d  " th e  d iv in e  s to n e " .
The Shell
A shell on the sea-shoreDeserted, brittle and deadWithin whose 
concave whorlThe wind whispered and said,"fear not - you are not dead;Majestical, 
star-led,The Sea will come - The Sea!"So is my soul 
in me.Norman Power
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